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,v 1985 has been a year of growth and of challenge for Racui 

Jfcllenberg Committee of the United States. We have urp l created a numhei 
of axcdtingjprqgrams, moved our offices, and became more highly visible 
that in the past. 

On January 17, 1985, the Fortieth Anniversary of Raoul Wallenberg's 
disappearance into the Gulag, we marked the day in conjunction with 
Ibllenborg Comnittees in thirteen other countries and across the United 
r 2 States. Our Cbneiittee suggested to all other cattmittaes that as the hour 

of noon was struck, bells should be rung forty times, once for each year 
that Raoul Wallenberg has suffered inprisoment in the Soviet Union. 


In New York City, the ceremony was held at City Hall under the 
auapioes of Mayor Edward I. Koch. Jeane J. Kirkpatrick, Then United Nations 
Ambassador, was the keynote speaker for the c o ntnemoraticn. In addition to 
"ISp Ambassador, Mayor Koch, Swedish Consul General Magnus Faxen, United 
States Congressman Bill Green, Assemblyman Alan Hevesi and Rachel Oestreicher 
Haspel spoke. Afterwards, we all moved into the Rotunda where we were joined 
by! members of Raoul's family, Ocnmittae members, and other dignitaries, each 

a whom struck a bell * once for each of Raoul's forty years in prison, 
was an extremely moving event, particularly as we all knew that we were 
ng joined by others around the world in repeating this ceremony. 
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i t A Tribute to Raoul Wallenberg was I^ld on March 14, 1985. This was 
|tfe largest and most important event of 1: 35 for this Gamut tee. The Tribute, 
irfiich both honored Raoul and raised funds to help continue the work of the 
33»initbee, vos to have taken place at The New York Public Library. We had 
anticipated that there would be about four hundred guests. Instead, under 
the Chairmanship of Alan C. Greenberg and Lena Biorck Kaplan, the Tribute 
grew to twelve hundred guests, and we had to move to the Sheraton Centre 
Hotel. It was a major and extraordinary event that very much befitted the 
honor that we wished to have paid to Raoul Wallenberg. 


Peter Jennings was the Master of Ceremonies for the evening. The 
honoree was Raoul, himself, and the speakers included Senator Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan, Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Swedish film stars Bibi Anderaacn and 
Max von Sydcw, Former Ambassador Per Anger and Elie Wiese 1 . included in 
the program were Swedish pianist Staff an Scheja, survivors Susan Tabor, Agnes 
Adachi, Edith Wohl Emitter (Concertmoeter of the Stockholm synphony Orcbeat ra) 
and Victor Aitay (Conosrtxnaster and First Violinist of the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra), The Senior Chorus of the Raoul Wallenberg School (P.S. 194 k) in 
Brooklyn, New York? and most ixrportantly, Nina Isgergren, Raoul Wallen berg's 
sister. A brief portion of the JSC/Paramount mini-aeries, WALLH^BERG: A HERD'S 
STORY, was previewed at the Tribute. 


On March 16, 1985, the exhibition that The Raoul Wallenberg Gcnriittee 
of the United States brought over from England opened at The New York Public 
Library. This exhibition, also called A Tribute to Raoul Wallenberg was first 
opened in 1982 at the Church of St. Martins in the fields in London, by Priho 
Minister Margaret Thatcher. Since caning to the United States it has been 
exhibited at The New ‘ark Public Library: the Swedish Institute fin Minneapolis, 
Minnesota; the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor {where it was one of the 
focal points of the induction of the Class of 1995, Vtollepberg's class, into 


the Emeritus Club) j and at the New J 
where the exhibition closed out the 



ite Nueeim in Trenton, New Jersey, 
i/flMftrtfc-MMill continue to travel 





across” tfieTTMted^ffnSH' and Canada. If you have a group who la . 
interested in sponsoring the Exhibition in your oonmunity, please contact 
ue here at The Raoul Wallenberg Camdttee of the United States, we shall 
send you information concerning the size, costs, etc. 

On July 1, 1985, The Raoul Wallenberg Ocnmittee of the United States 
become a fully indepen d ent organisation. Our new landlord is The American- 
Scandinavian Foundation. This wonderful organization, which is celebrating 
its om\ Seventy-fifth Anniversary this year, has managed bo find space for us 
in their beautiful building on East 73rd Street in New York city. We value 
this closeness with the Scandinavian Community, which has been so supportive 
of our work. We also want to take note of the many years of help and support 
that were given to us by The Anti-Defamation League of B*nai B'rith. Their 
concern and generosity ewer many years has helped to make our independence 
a reality. We ore fortunate to have so many good and supportive friends. 

Because of the funds that were raised as a result of the Tribute in 
March, we have been able to implement several very important p ro g r a ms. 

Mb have given a gift of $25,000.00 to The Now York Public Library for the 
formation of The Raoul Wallenberg Collection. This collection, which will 
be a port of the Library’s already extensive World War II Collection, will 
contain all of the Library's documents that have thus far been released by 
the Swedish Foreign Ministry. There are approximately one hundred and forty 
thousand pages of information and testimony pertaining to Raoul Wallenberg. 

These are contained in forty-six volumes which have been donated to the Library 
by the Swedish Government. Seme of the funding will be used to translate many 
of the more important papers which are presently in Swedish, German, Hungarian, 
Russian, etc. I am certain that the Library will also round out its Wallenberg 
bi bl iography, which has grown with each successive year. There has been seme 
confusion about the physical set-up of this Collection. There will not be a 
separate room or structure housing this collection, but these important materials 
will soon be available for use by scholars, students, and all who are interested 
in the story of Raoul Ifellenbexg and his great heroism. 




In April we made a proposal to the Modish Fulb r ig h t Commission that a 
joint Raoul Wallenberg Oanmittee of the United States/Swedish Fulbright Ocnm- 
ission Post-Doctoral Fellowship be given to a 9wedish post-doctoral candidate 
who would be interested in working on the materials that are being given to 
the New York Public Library. Out of this research i*xild com* guidance for the 
Collection and an original work that would be on a very scholarly level. The 
fellowship proposal was accepted several weeks ago by the Oarroissioo in &*sden. 
There will be someone from the 9wedish Raoul Wallenberg Committee on the final 
Selection Ocnmittee, and there is great excitement on both sides of the* Atlantic 
about this joint activity. The Raoul Wallenberg Cbranittee of the United States 
will contribute $10,000.00 towards the Fellowship, and the Swedish Fulbright 
Commission will contribute an equal amount. We shall work closely with the 
Swedish Consulate here in New York, so that our visiting scholar will have a 
totally rewarding and productive experience. 


As many of you already know, a large part of our program is education*.. 

We are extremely proud of the fact that since April, we have sent out over two- 
thousand information ^ ackets on Raoul Wallenberg and on our work* These packets 
have been sent without any ctoi -yfcic^ ^ h^ s racketed them. They have 

been sent to about 1,500 school jc||g||#m wish to know more about 

Raoul ttollenberg. This is a p|yg^g|^^^^^^Jr^.cularly proud of. 





Or Ncveefcsr 6th, we hid a aosll shewing for a Swedish artist, Annika 
Afcl l anberg, ito is married to a cousin of Raoul's. This tiny fundraiser 
*** tally underwritten by both members of our board and the artist. It*? 


mcxMSM generosity that the name# Raoul Wallenberg, engenders is indeed 
cm of the most heartwarming parts of this trade. 


During the last year, Raoul Wallenberg has been honored in a meter 
of different ways. On Much 15th, the New York City Council imvmud a resolutic 
naming the sidewalk directly across from and fronting the entire united Nation - 
the Raoul Wallenberg Walk. In Washington, D.C. a bill introduced by Senator 
Qurl levin, wets passed, which re-nomas the street fronting the site of the 
tkiitsd States Holocaust Manorial Muemxn, Raoul Wallenberg Place. Cn Long Islar 
Maw York a part of a highway has also been need for Raoul Wallenberg. X think 
that all of us would agree that these honors are appropri ate and wall deserved. 


this Cbeedttee coordinated a national effort to have President Reagan 
bringrup the Wallenberg oaee at the Geneva Stnmit in November. The White House 
and tha state Department received thousands of personal letters from throughout 
the United States, as well as a number from other countries. We intend to eefee 
certain that our government is ccnpletely aware of the building interest in 
Raoul Wallenberg. We shall not allow the honor best o wed tpon him by Congress 
and signed by the President to be an enpty one. So many owe so ranch to this 
SKtzeordinery hero. 


In Sweden, the Foreign Minister, Mr. Sten Andersson, has just appointed 
a qpecial Ambassador to research the Raoul Wallenberg documents and oversee the 
oaae. This new Special Ambassador, Mr, S&ne Systran, is a for m er arrtessador 
to Bast Berlin end has served two tours of duty in Moscow. Nt shall be wetchir- 
Pusdsn with rene wed interest in the months to ocme. Vte do know that Prime 
Minister Olaf Paine laid a wreath at Raoul Wallenberg Pl*tz in Budapest when 
ha was there an a State Visit last sumar. He also issued a statement on 
Wallenberg an January 17, 1985, to mark the Fortieth Anniversary of Raoul's 
disappearance. We feel that there are definite indications of a change in the 
Swedish political climate that surrounds this case. During the past year I have 
rat with both Ante wader Wilhelm Machtiaaistaar in Washington, D.C. and with the 
Rarnmnant Undersecretary of Stats, Mr. Pierre Schorl, when he visited the United 
States. I am of the hope that we can look forward to more vigorous action cn 
the highest levels from the p r e se nt government. 


On January 16, 1986, Tte Raoul Vtollenbarg Gamut tee of Greater Philadelph 
and The Hem Jersey Wallenberg Committee participated in a joint vigil in 
Philadelphia at the liberty Bell. Dr. Vera Qnodkin, who was saved fay Raoul 
Wallenberg, reed an open letter to President Reagan. Rachel Oestreicher Haspel 
spoke, as the representative of the national oasnittee. Both Leona Feldhmn, 
dudrsam of the Philadelphia Cbmnittee raid Stewart warren, of New Jersey vte 
coordinated and planned this moving event, deserve mean thanks. 


Cn January 17th a Prayer Vigil was held at the ^radish Seamens Church 
in Mew York City to mark the 41st Anniversary of Raoul Wallenberg's disappearar- 
into the Soviet gulag. Paatw &w conducted the vigil. This v*s co- 


mpensated by The Raoul 


Uni tad States, 


In fkerien tne Raoul ttei lirtei# had a ceremony and prayer 

service at Stockholm's Cathedral, Stoxkynrkan. The program which Raoul wallenbe^ 
sister, Mrs. Nina Lagergrsn, helped to dwvelcp and participate in, included 
singer Sylvia Lindenstrand and Liberal Party Chairman, Bengt Westerberq, who 
waa the as in speaker. 



Former Ambassador Per Anger, who is visiting Canada dur ing the month 
of January, spoke in Bdknanton on January 1 7th on the subject of Raoul Wallenberg 
The University of Alberta is in the process of making a training film on teachm 
about Wallenberg. Mr. Anger's speech will be included in that film. C ne other 
bit of very wonderful and exciting news from Canada, is that Raoul Wallenberg ha 
been named Canada's very first Honorary Canadian Citizen. This honor was awards 
Mr. Wallenberg on Dectrnber 10, 1985, Hunan Rights Day in Canada. We hope that 
this great honor will be a further spearhead to international action on Raoul 
Wallenberg' s behalf. 

Let me report that our own Speaker's Bureau continues to be extremely 
active. Our speakers have gone to Mexico, Puerto Rico, Ttexas, Michigan, New 
Jersey, Washington, D.C.; Pennsylvania, North Carolina, and of course New York. 

All in all, 1985 has been a year of progress and of growth for The Raoul 
Wallenberg Garni t tee of the United States. Wb are pleased with the strides 
forward that we have made, but we continue to be frustrated that we do not, in 
fact, have a Raoul Wallenberg to save Raoul Wallenberg. I, in my capacity as 
President of the Carmitt.ee, have spent quite a bit of time this year talking 
to many persons in all branches of government. We have built broad based suppor 
in both Houses of Congress, and that is extremely important. I have also spent 
some time at the State Department, and what I can report of these conversations 
is that quiet diplomacy on many levels is part of this case. Letters to the 
Secretary of State and to the White House, as well as to your cwn congressional 
leaders remain an important part of this effort. This is not something that we 
can do? only you, our friends and members can do this for Raoul Wallenberg. 

Give him a little of your time during this coming year. 

I would like to add that have just finished reading a new novel 
entitled: Safe Houses by Lynne Alexander, which uses part of Raoul's character 
and his story in a fictional way . This is a form of fiction called "magical 
realism” . There is a lot of information, as well, in this book: and we highly 
reccnroend it. 
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